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incapable of comprehending Christian asceti-
cism. Like the Baron Dominique-Vivant
Denon, he was skeptical in matters of faith,
a former secretary of legation, a director of
the Department of Fine Arts, a member
of the Institut de France, an officer of the
Legion of Honor, a graceful writer, a medi-
ocre painter, and a collector of art objects.

Like the Baron Dominique-Vivant Denon,
he lived among furniture carved by Buhl,
among fine paintings, scarce books, antique
bronzes, painted vases, enamels, medals
gathered in a pother of errant and sagely
inquisitive life. Unlike the Baron Domi-
nique-Vivant Denon, who went through the
Terror smiling, tranquil, curious, favored by
the people after having been favored by the
king, M^rime'e was unpopular.

Six months after his death, the rioters
among the Communists set fire to his apart-
ment on the Rue de Lille, and nothing was
saved from the ruins of it, except the frag-
ments of a Turkish pipe and a deformed
antique bronze, which I saw in Paris in the
house of M. Edouard Grenier. Paintings,
books, vases, enamels, medals, manuscripts,